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Dear Classic owner,
The good weather and the upturn in the market have certainly seen a fair few classic cars on the road over the last couple of weeks.  Auction houses also seem to be having a bumper month and, with new publications being released, classic car advertising is on the up as well. It was also great to see The Essen show sold-out with a high level of interest on the first few days and many dealers displaying cars and reporting good sales. 
Following a number of enquiries over the past few weeks from enthusiasts looking to buy project cars, I have spent a lot of time researching various old classics. I have really enjoyed hunting down books and road tests to find out about certain makes and models, some of which I thought I knew a lot about already! I have spent so much time reading up on and asking questions about cars which have such interesting history, that I have ended up becoming quite attached to the vehicles without even getting behind the wheel.
I must emphasise that if you are looking to buy a classic and are not sure about the history of the car, please spare some valuable time investigating the whole story. Classic car magazines are a great starting point as the journalists have had to do all the research before they go to press eliminating the need for you to do the same.
Another interesting area I have stumbled upon is the importation of classic cars from Europe and beyond. The number of hoops buyers have to jump through is quite astonishing. Although you collect all the documents and fill-in all the necessary paperwork there is always, without fail, another unexpected form you will need to complete. I have just spent the last week chasing up paperwork for a client and talking to the DVLA and Custom & Excise to register a car imported from New York. So if you are considering buying a car from abroad for the first time, please do not expect it to happen over night, unless you find some very helpful people in the process. 
Therefore the message I really want to emphasise is that if you are looking to buy a classic car, whether it be from an auction house, magazine or from abroad, take the time to do your research and don’t be afraid to seek advice.
If there are any areas you would like me to assist with such as buying, selling, importing, project managing or even locating that elusive car part you are unable to find then please do get in touch.
Happy motoring
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