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                                                                                             Protecting your investment


	Dear Classic Owner,
My word, what an interesting few weeks it’s been in the classic car world. There’s been so much speculation within auction houses about pricing and numbers of sales across the whole market place that it’s been difficult keeping up with all the developments. Therefore if you are looking to sell please do check the markets carefully and research what's doing well at the current time. Likewise, if you are thinking about buying a classic it’s also important to review market trends. If you do your research and don’t be afraid to ask questions then there may well be a good deal waiting for you out there.
Over the past few weeks I have been travelling up and down the country to view a selection of cars on behalf of a client. In some cases the vehicles were very well prepared to a high standard, but not everything that glistens is always gold because other models which looked fine cosmetically actually disguised bigger problems below the surface, particularly damaging corrosion which had been camouflaged in a host of clever ways. In one case the repair work was so bad that the corrosion would have been visible again in just 6 months. In contrast, another vehicle I viewed displayed corrosion quite visibly, the owner had not tried to hide it and consequently the price reflected the work required. Given the choice I would always favour the unprepared vehicle as I could have the work carried out with a known repairer and know corrosion would not reappear again. If I had gone for the other car it would have cost far more in the long run to obtain and then have corrective repair work carried out at a later date. So make sure your head rules your heart before you make a purchase and don’t go on sight alone.
I thought I would also take this occasion to mention purchasing and warranties, as this is a subject I get asked about a lot. This is a really difficult area and with high priced vehicles my advice is that it is always wise to purchase from a reputable dealer as, in most cases, they will try to rectify issues using their own workshop. But when buying privately it can be problematic because you buy with no come back if there are problems later. I am currently looking into this area further and investigating what options are available to the buyer. I will of course let you know my findings in due course. I should also point out that a good vehicle recovery policy is always a fundamental basic requirement in all cases. Always make sure you are covered whatever vehicle you drive as it’s never a good situation to be stranded miles from home in a car which you thought was your pride and joy, only for it to let you down.
For advice on buying, selling and restoration projects large or small please do not hesitate to contact me. Details of the classic car warranty and classic car recovery will be forwarded in future issues of ENews.
Happy motoring,
Keith
keith@classicmobilia.co.uk                    keith@astonfinder.com
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